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IN  BRIEF — Trade,  civil  defense  and  U.  S.  support 
for  the  UN  promise  to  be  three  of  the  major  legisla¬ 
tive  issues  in  1962.  Attention  will  also  focus  on 
whether  Congress  will  appropriate  sufficient  funds 
to  make  the  Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency 
and  the  Peace  Corps  effective. 

Congressional  opinion  will  affect  the  President’s  de¬ 
cision  on:  resumption  of  U.  S.  nuclear  weapons  tests 


in  the  atmosphere,  and  the  role  of  the  UN  and  the 
United  States  in  Katanga  and  the  Congo. 

One  hearing  sure  to  claim  national  attention  is  sched¬ 
uled  for  January.  Charges  that  the  Pentagon  is 
“muzzling”  generals  who  want  to  make  anti-Commu- 
nist  speeches  will  be  aired  before  a  Senate  Armed 
Services  Subcommittee,  chaired  by  Senator  John 
Stennis,  Miss. 
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Here  are  some  of  the  items  on  which  Congress  should  act  in  1962 : 


llou^e  Inricpendent  0(iir«‘s  Suhrommittee 
Albert  Thomas,  Tex.,  Chairman 
Sidney  R.  Yates,  Ill.  Harold  C.  Ostertag,  N.Y. 

Joe  L.  Evins,  Tenn.  Chas.  Raper  Jonas,  N.C. 

Edward  P.  Boland,  Mass.  John  J.  Rhodes,  Ariz. 

Bills  to  approve  new  aspects  of  the  program  will  be 
considered  by  the  Senate  and  House  Armed  Serviees 
Committees.  Rep.  Chet  Holifield,  Calif.,  feels  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  proposals  are  inadequate  and  says  he  will 
schedule  hearings  soon  after  Congress  reconvenes  be¬ 
fore  a  House  Government  Operations  subcommittee. 


millions — of  people  would  be  killed.  There  appears  to 
be  no  practical  program  that  would  avoid  large  scale 
loss  of  life.  But  an  effective  program  of  civil  defense 
could  save  the  lives  of  large  numbers  of  people  who 
could  not  otherwise  survive,  and  could  create  a  base 
for  recovery  after  an  attack.” 


Civil  defense  funds  must  be  approved  by  Congress. 
Members  of  Subcommittees  of  the  House  and  Senate 
Appropriations  Committees  will  make  the  initial 
^  decision.  Write  them  if  you  are  concerned  about 
the  projected  civil  defense  program: 

Senate  Department  <>f  Defence  Subeommittee 
A.  Willis  Robertson,  Va.,  Acting  Chairman 
Carl  Hayden,  Ariz.  Leverett  Saltonstall,  Mass. 

Richard  B.  Russell,  Ga.  Milton  R.  Young,  N.D. 

Lister  Hill,  Ala.  Margaret  Chase  Smith,  Me. 

Allen  J.  Ellender,  La.  Henry  Dworshak,  Ida. 

John  Stennis,  Miss.  Karl  E.  Mundt,  S.D. 

John  O.  Pastore,  R.I.  Francis  Case,  S.D. 

Estes  Kefauver,  Tenn. 

Harry  Flood  Byrd,  Va. 

Stuart  Symington,  Mo. 


The  Trade  Agreements  Act,  originally  enacted  in  1934, 
expires  on  June  30,  1962.  The  President  has  said  the 
Act  “must  not  simply  be  renewed,  it  must  be  replaced” 
by  a  “new  and  bold”  program. 

The  main  factor  causing  this  “new  American  trade  in¬ 
itiative”  is  the  rise  of  the  Common  Market  in  Europe. 
This  area  “will  have  almost  twice  as  many  people  as 
we  do.  It  will  cover  nations  whose  economies  have 
been  growing  twice  as  fast  as  ours,  and  it  will  represent 
an  area  with  a  purchasing  power  which  some  day  will 
rival  our  own.” 

New  legislation  is  said  to  be  required  to  enable  Uj  S. 
trade  negotiators  to  bargain  effectively  to  assure  a 
European  market  for  U.  S.  products.  The  new  program 
is  also  said  to  contain  provisions  for  “adjustment  as¬ 
sistance”  to  help  businesses,  workers  and  areas  ad¬ 
versely  affected  by  tariff  cuts.  The  President’s  pro¬ 
posals  will  be  considered  by  the  Senate  Finance  and 
the  House  Ways  and  Means  Committees. 

Oppose  More  Civil  Defense  Funds 

The  Administration  will  ask  Congress  for  $700  million 
for  civil  defense  next  year,  concentrating  on  public 
shelters.  Deputy  Defense  Secretary  Roswell  L.  Gilpatric 
said  Dec.  14.  This  sum  is  more  than  twice  as  much  as 
Congress  appropriated  in  1961  and  more  than  10 
times  as  much  as  Congress  approved  in  1960. 


The  Pentagon  statement  said  in  part:  “In  a  major  at¬ 
tack  on  this  country,  millions — and  probably  tens  of 


•  Approve  revised  trade  policy 
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•  Buy  UN  Bonds;  Expand  UN  Contributions 

The  Administration  has  indicated  interest  in  purchas¬ 
ing  a  large  share  of  the  new  $200  million  UN  bond 
issue.  The  bonds  will  be  sold  to  governments,  national 
banks  and  approved  non-profit  trusts  and  foundations 
with  a  25-year  maturity  and  2%  interest. 

The  issue  is  being  floated  because  imminent  financial 
bankruptcy  threatens  the  UN.  Expenditures  for  UN 
Congo  and  Middle  East  forces  have  increased  rapidly. 
Many  countries  have  refused  to  help  pay  for  these 
activities.  The  Soviet  hloc,  France,  Belgium,  South 
Africa,  and  several  others  have  refused  to  make  any 
contribution  toward  costs  of  the  Congo  operation. 
Some  51  nations  are  in  arrears  on  contributions  to  the 
Middle  East  Force  in  the  Gaza  Strip. 

Legislation  to  approve  U.  S.  purchase  of  UN  bonds 
could  touch  off  a  major  Congressional  debate  over  con¬ 
tinued  U.  S.  support  for  the  UN.  Senator  Thomas 
Dodd,  Conn.,  has  already  called  for  a  Senatorial  in¬ 
vestigation  of  UN  actions  in  Katanga. 

•  Repeal  the  “Self-Jndg;ing!”  Clause 

This  clause  limits  U.  S.  support  for  the  International 
Court  of  Justice.  Its  repeal  is  doubly  important  now, 
with  President  Kennedy’s  new  emphasis  on  strengthen¬ 
ing  international  institutions  as  progress  is  made  to¬ 
ward  world  disarmament.  The  clause  gives  the  United 
States  rather  than  the  Court  the  power  to  decide 
whether  a  case  involving  the  United  States  is  within 
the  Court’s  jurisdiction.  Senators  Hubert  H.  Hum¬ 
phrey,  Minn.,  Wayne  Morse,  Ore.,  and  Jacob  Javits, 
N.  Y.,  are  sponsors  of  the  resolution,  S.  Res.  39. 

•  Approve  Well  Balanced  Foreign  Economic  Aid 

Such  a  program  would  include: 

1 )  increased  sums  for  UN  and  U.  S.  technical  assist¬ 
ance.  Last  year  Congress  cut  U.  S.  development 

grants  so  severely  that  verv  few  new  technical  assist¬ 
ance  programs  could  be  undertaken  in  Tropical  Africa. 

2)  adequate  appropriations  for  development  loans  to 
emerging  nations.  Last  year  Congress  authorized 

development  loan  funds  of  up  to  $1.5  billion  a  year 
over  the  next  five  years.  But  there  is  no  guarantee  that 
Congress  will  appropriate  this  sum  in  1962. 

•  Increase  Aid  for  Refugees 

Last  year  the  House  and  Senate  were  unable  to  agree 
upon  an  omnibus  authorization  bill  requested  by  the 
Administration  for  many  of  the  refugee  programs. 
Conferees  must  resolve  their  differences  over  H.R.  8291 
in  1962.  U.  S.  contributions  to  UN  and  other  regular 
refugee  programs  are  going  down. 


Military  Propaganda  Exposed.  The  .\ew  York  Times. 
Nov.  27.  commented  editorially:  “‘The  missile  gap’  .  .  . 
is  now  being  consigned  to  the  limbo  of  synthetic  issues, 
where  it  always  belonged.  [It]  was  the  product  of  partisan 
politics  and  service  (primarily  Air  Force)  pressures.  The 
same  forces  and  the  same  Congressional  and  journalistic 
mouthpieces  who  manufactured  an  alleged  bomber  gap  in 
the  Nineteen  Fifties  sponsored,  and  indeed  invented,  the 
alleged  missile  gap  in  the  Nineteen  Sixties.”  Today  “hard 
bitten  estimates”  show  the  gap  has  “vanished;  the  qualita¬ 
tive  advantage,  if  any,  is  on  the  side  of  the  Ihiited  States.” 


THE  EPIC  OF  MAN 

Conrad  in  the  Denver  Post 


•  Oppose  Spread  of  Nuclear  Weapons 

The  Administration  is  reviving  its  offer  to  NATO  of 
five  Polaris  submarines,  each  with  16  nuclear  tipped 
missiles.  Still  to  be  worked  out  are  details  of  joint 
NATO  ownership  and  control.  Congressional  approval 
would  be  required  for  any  plan  which  gives  up  exclu¬ 
sive  U.  S.  control  over  firing  of  nuclear  weapons.  The 
further  spread  of  nuclear  weapons  increases  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  accidents  or  mistakes.  It  makes  inspection  of 
disarmament  more  difficult.  It  greatly  complicates 
settlement  of  the  issue  of  Berlin  and  Germany. 

•  Enact  Meaningful  Civil  Rights  Legislation 

The  U.  S.  Civil  Rights  Commission  has  called  for  in¬ 
creased  Federal  activity  to  guarantee  equal  rights  in 
voting,  housing,  employment  and  education.  The  Com¬ 
mission  has  suggested  that  Congress  1 )  require  every 
school  board  to  file  desegregation  plans  with  a  desig¬ 
nated  Federal  agency  and  2)  provide  Federal  aid  to 
desegregating  school  districts. 

•  Support  Individual  Liberties 

Congress  should :  remove  the  non-Communist  affidavit 
required  under  the  National  Defense  Education  Act; 
reject  a  vague  House-passed  bill,  H.R.  5751,  to  notify 
recipients  of  “Communist  propaganda;”  refuse  to  enact 
a  variety  of  pending  bills  which  would  legalize  wire¬ 
tapping;  and  reaffirm  the  right  of  all  citizens  to  travel. 

Death  Penalty.  The  Senate  should  approve  House- 
passed  H.R.  5143,  to  eliminate  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia’s  mandatory  death  penalty  for  first  degree  murder. 

Migrant  Labor.  The  House  will  consider  Senate-passed 
bills  to  provide  better  health  facilities — S.  1130;  edu¬ 
cational  opportunities — S.  1124;  and  working  condi¬ 
tions  for  migratory  laborers  and  their  children — S. 
1126,  S.  1123. 
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“/I  Melancholy  index  .  . 

The  Department  of  Defense  is  expected  to  ask  Con¬ 
gress  for  $51  billion  for  the  fiscal  year  beginning 
July  1,  1962.  This  is  $4.3  billion  more  than  Con¬ 
gress  appropriated  in  1961  and  $10.7  billion  more 
than  was  appropriated  in  1960. 

In  Moscow  on  December  6  it  was  reported  the  Soviet 
Union  expected  to  increase  its  military  spending  in 
1962  to  13.4  billion  rubles.  This  is  reported  to  be 
one  billion  rubles  more  than  was  allocated  for  mili¬ 
tary  spending  in  1961  and  4.4  billion  rubles  more 
than  was  originally  scheduled  for  1961.  The  official 
exchange  rate  is  $1.11  per  ruble.  U.  S.  sources  say 


there  are  Soviet  military  items  in  non-military  budget 
categories. 

The  Washington  Post  editorialized  Dec.  7 : 

.  .  it  is  clear  that  the  Soviet  Union  and  the  United 
States  have  embarked  upon  a  relatively  permanent, 
long-time,  planned  expansion  of  military  forces.  It 
is  a  melancholy  index  of  the  state  of  worhl  affairs. 
It  is  a  dismal  forecast  of  things  to  come.  Such  a  com¬ 
petition  can  only  end  in  making  the  great  powers 
much  poorer  and  little  safer.  Unless  this  escalation 
is  checked  somewhere  it  will  lead  first  to  mutual  im¬ 
poverishment  and  then  to  mutual  destruction.  The 
more  the  two  countries  spend  for  security  the  less  of 
it  each  of  them  will  have.” 
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CHINA’S  HUNGER  AND  AMERICA’S  BULGING  GRANARIES 


A  decision  of  great  moral,  political  and  economic  sig¬ 
nificance  is  facing  the  U.  S.  Government  and  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people:  Should  American  surplus  food  be  made 
available  to  feed  hungry  Chinese?  American  surplus 
food  stocks  now  amount  to  about  $5  billion.  Here  are 
a  few  reports  of  the  increasingly  grave  food  crisis  on 
Mainland  China: 

‘•Thou8an<ls  of  people  are  expected  to  die  in  Commu¬ 
nist  China  this  winter  from  hunger  and  cold.  This  grim 
prediction  has  heen  made  hy  specialists  here  .  .  .” — 
New  York  Times,  from  Hong  Kong,  Dec.  17,  1961. 

A  Report  submitted  to  the  Joint  Economic  Committee 
of  Congress,  Nov.  30,  1961,  says:  “Famine  conditions 
in  Communist  China  appear  to  he  only  at  the  hegin- 
ning  ...  In  China,  famine  now  affects  hundreds  of 
millions.  In  the  West,  catastrophes  of  this  dimension 
are  hardly  comprehensihle.” 

A  Swiss  newsman  who  spent  three  months  in  China 
last  summer  reports  that  “People  in  the  streets,  many 
of  them,  appear  listless,  depressed.  Some  are  hungry, 
an<l  vou  can  see  it.  Some  of  the  smaller  children  had 
the  distended  pot-hellies  of  hunger.  Other  children  had 
hoils  and  sores.  Doctors  told  me  that  such  ailments 
were  the  product  of  malnutrition.  In  adults  I  saw  the 
signs  of  malnutrition  primarily  in  their  obvious  weak¬ 
ness  and  their  low  resistance.  Many  people  looked  ill. 
I  saw  this  in  the  cities  of  China  from  June  through 
Septemher  ...  at  a  season  when  there  was  more  food 
available  to  everyone  than  at  any  other  season.  The 
winter  may  well  he  a  winter  of  great  famine.” — Fernand 
Gigon,  U.  S.  News  and  World  Report,  Nov.  20,  1961. 

The  Chinese  situation  is  due  to  a  varietv  of  factors: 
three  years  of  floods  and  droughts  which  have  been 
more  devastating  than  any  since  the  1940’s,  insect 
damage,  lack  of  fertilizer,  errors  in  Communist  plan¬ 
ning.  establishment  of  the  commune  system,  over¬ 
emphasis  on  development  of  heavv  industry  at  the 
expense  of  agricultural  needs,  and  rapid  population 
growth. 

In  his  first  press  conference,  Jan.  25,  1961,  President 
Kennedy  said  the  United  States  would  entertain  a  re¬ 
quest  for  food  from  Communist  China.  But  he  noted 
that  China  was  exporting  food  to  other  countries  and 
had  not  asked  for  U.  S.  help. 


Since  then  new  factors  have  entered  the  picture: 

•  In  1961,  China  is  estimated  to  have  imported  around 
six  million  tons  of  cereal  grain  at  a  cost  of  some  $340 
million.  This  is  equivalent  to  the  entire  estimated 
wheat  production  of  Australia  in  1962.  Canada  and 
Australia  have  been  the  main  suppliers.  China  has 
also  bought  French  barley  and  flour,  Burmese  rice, 
Argentine  corn  and  British  powdered  milk. 

•  Food  exports  to  both  the  Communist  and  non-Com- 
munist  world  have  been  declining  rapidly.  China’s 
commitments  to  Cuba  and  Ceylon  are  being  filled  with 
rice  grown  in  Burma. 

•  Reports  persist,  despite  denials,  that  Chinese  Com¬ 
munist  officials  approached  American  wheat  growers 
last  fall  about  selling  wheat  to  China.  U.  S.  officials  in 
Hong  Kong  discouraged  negotiations  then. 

•  A  Gallup  Poll  released  Mar.  20,  1961  showed  the 
American  public  favored  an  offer  of  surplus  food  to 
China — 52%  for,  37%  opposed,  11%  no  opinion. 

What  Role  for  the  United  States? 

The  United  States  has  traditionally  shown  a  special 
concern  for  the  world’s  hungry.  To  cut  off  help  to  the 
largest  group  of  famine  stricken  people  in  human  his¬ 
tory,  when  our  agricultural  abundance  is  at  record 
heights,  would  be  a  moral  disaster  for  our  nation. 

The  Administration  now  could: 

1.  Lift  the  embargo  on  sale  of  food  to  Communist 
China.  Chinese  foreign  exchange  reserves  are  appar¬ 
ently  running  low.  The  United  States  could  also  offer 
to  sell  food  under  the  three-year  Commodity  Credit 
Corporation  program  which  has  more  lenient  terms 
than  China  is  getting  from  Canada  and  Australia. 

2.  Offer  assistance  for  famine  relief  under  Title  11 
of  Public  Law  480,  which  permits  grants  of  food  to 
“friendly  people  regardless  of  the  friendliness  of  their 
government.”  For  a  number  of  reasons  it  might  be 
advisable  to  offer  such  assistance  throuuh  UN  chan¬ 
nels,  perhaps  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization’s 
current  Freedom  from  Hunger  Campaign.  The  ar¬ 
rangement  might  provide  that  the  Chinese  Government 
repay  the  UN.  The  amount  so  repaid  could  be  used 
for  future  food  emergencies  in  other  parts  of  the  world. 

For  more  information,  write  for  FCNL  study,  “Should  U.S.  Food 
he  Offered  to  Mainland  Chinese?” 
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"‘‘‘Race  for  Peare^\  The  Methodist  Division  of  Peace 
and  World  Order,  newly  located  in  Washington,  has 
launched  a  major  “race  for  peace,”  in  response  to  grass 
roots  demand.  All  Methodists  are  urged  to  join  as 
“ambassadors  of  reconciliation.”  The  Race  for  Peace 
statement  concludes:  “Man  stands  under  the  judgment 
of  God.  We  have  never  confronted  so  great  a  challenge 
as  now  faces  us.  We  are  not  sufficient  in  ourselves. 
Neither  can  we  stand  apart  from  our  responsibilities 
for  the  solution.  As  children  of  God  we  are  under  com¬ 
pulsion  to  be  consumed  in  the  tasks  of  peace  lest  man 
be  consumed  in  the  fires  of  war.” 


ACDA  Hriefitifi.  William  C.  Foster,  new  Director  of  the 
Arms  Control  and  Disarmament  Agency,  held  his  first 
briefing  with  representatives  of  non-governmental  or¬ 
ganizations  on  December  14.  More  than  50  organiza¬ 
tions,  representing  nearly  the  whole  spectrum  of  Amer¬ 
ican  public  opinion,  were  present  during  the  50  minute 
session.  The  meeting  provided  an  opportunity  to  meet 
the  new  Director,  to  learn  more  about  the  Agency,  and 
to  ask  questions  about  the  slow  start  of  ACDA  and 
some  of  the  recent  U.  S.  votes  at  the  UN  against  a  non¬ 
nuclear  club  and  a  nuclear-free  Africa. 


Faith  in  the  FIS.  A  total  of  $60,000  has  been  given  to 
the  UN  in  the  past  year  under  the  “self-tax”  system 
initiated  by  Norma  Price  and  others  in  the  Urbana- 
Champaign  Friends  Meeting  in  1959.  Under  their  pro¬ 
posal,  participants  agree  to  contribute  1%  of  their 
income  to  the  UN.  Other  Friends  and  their  neighbors 
in  25  states,  Canada  and  Mexico  have  joined  in  this 
“self-tax”  expression.  Most  of  the  money  received  helps 
build  low-cost  houses  in  Somalia. 
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The  Friends  Committee 
On  National  legislation 


is  a  working  committee  of  Friends  and  likeminded  persons 
attempting  to  translate  Quaker  beliefs  into  political  education 
and  action. 


FCNL  works  particularly  with  Congress  where  national  policy 
is  enacted  into  law.  It  combines  continuous  activity  in 
interviewing  legislators,  with  first  hand  reporting  on  Con¬ 
gressional  developments  to  readers  of  its  WASHINGTON 
NEWSLETTER,  and  encourages  letters,  telegrams  and  visits 
to  Congressmen  when  they  will  be  most  effective. 


Mrs.  Wayne  Elwood,  Sr.,  of  Palo  Alto,  Calif.,  has 
pledged  her  faith  in  the  UN  by  giving  $1,000,  the 
amount  it  would  have  cost  to  build  a  family  fallout 
shelter.  In  a  letter  to  U  Thant,  Acting  Secretary  Gen¬ 
eral,  she  said:  “I  believe  that  the  family  shelter  plan 
contributes  to  the  idea  that  nuclear  war  is  inevitable, 
fosters  the  illusion  that  a  post-nuclear  war  world  would 
be  worth  living  in  and,  most  important  of  all,  encour¬ 
ages  in  man  the  animal  instinct  for  survival  at  the 
cost  of  the  human  principle  of  the  brotherhood  of 


Five  neighbors  followed  Mrs.  Elwopd’s  suggestion. 
They  contributed  money,  originally  collected  as  a  down 
payment  on  a  neighborhood  shelter,  to  UNESCO. 
Twenty-eight  families  and  individuals  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina  have  also  pledged  to  contribute  to  the  UN  the 
money  it  would  cost  to  build  shelters. 


Governor  Lobbies  Conftressmen.  New  York’s  Governor 
Nelson  Rockefeller  has  been  urging  members  of  Con¬ 
gress  to  support  resumption  of  atmospheric  tests.  In 
a  Dec.  5  letter  to  Members  of  Congress  he  enclosed  two  ■  \ 
documents:  his  speech  of  Oct.  27  and  his  statement  |  \ 
of  Nov.  14  entitled,  “No  Test  Ban  Now.  Further  Nu-  | 
clear  Testing  is  Vital  in  Face  of  Soviet  Duplicity  and 
Threat  to  World  Freedom.” 


“Brn/n  Trnsters'’\  Four  scholars  in  the  Administration 
shared  their  impressions  of  Government  at  a  recent 
Washington  conference.  Harlan  Cleveland,  now  As¬ 
sistant  Secretary  of  State,  finds  there  is  “not  much  time 
to  play  the  scholar.”  Now  he’s  “dealing  with  the  sub¬ 
ject  matter  of  books  every  ten  minutes — a  different 
book  every  ten  minutes.”  You  “never  sign  a  letter 
you’ve  written  yourself  and  you  never  write  a  letter 
you  sign  yourself.”  Henry  S.  Rowen,  Deputy  Assistant 
Secretary  in  the  Defense  Department,  commented: 
“The  notion  that  policy  gets  formulated  in  any  coher¬ 
ent,  logical  way  does  not  seem  to  be  borne  out  by  my 
own  observations.” 


Editors:  Edward  F.  Snyder,  Frances  Neely 
and  Denise  O’Connor 


Washington  Newsletter  Service  — 


•  Twelve  issues  of  NEWSLETTER  a  year; 

•  lipon  re(|uest,  FCNL  ACTION  bulletins  on  foreign  and 
domestic  legislative  issues; 

•  Directory  of  Congressmen  and  Voting  Record  every 
two-year  session; 

•  Upon  request,  copies  of  FCNL  testimony  before  Com¬ 
mittees  of  Congress; 

•  Replies  by  letter  to  requests  for  legislative  information; 

•  FCNL  .Annual  Report  and  other  special  enclosures 
during  the  year. 


Please  enter  my  subscription  for  one  year  to  the  W'.ASHINGTON  NEWSLETTER  at  S3.00,  $4..'>0  abroad.  ($,S.OO  to  residents  of 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  who  also  receive  a  Newsletter  on  state  legislation.  .Address:  ,51.32  South  Woodlawn  Avenue,  Chicago  15, 
Illinois.)  Contributions  above  NEWSLETTER  subscription  price  support  the  legislative  and  research  work  of  the  Committee. 

(Contributions  not  dl■ductihlc  for  imome  tax  purposes) 


(  Pl-KASF.  Put  NT) 


